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PURPOSE! To advise of the apparent -termination of the ; 
T)epar Einent* s study of Bureau files to determine whether’ 
investigation of the Martin Luther King, Jr., assassination 
should be reopened. . d 
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SYNOPSIS: On 3/24/76 Robert Murphy of the Department requested 

additional documents to complete the Department* s study to Oj r. 

determine if ,our investigation of the assassination of King - ;i 

should be reopened. Indicating he had recently reviewed the.. 

Senate Intelligence Committee* s draft report on King, Murphy.; 
requested documents bearing primarily on our actions to dis-. 
credit and neutralize King, an area which he will apparently 
take cognizance of in his summary and recommendations^ to . 

Assistant Attorney General (AAG) Pottinger, Civil Rights 
Division (CRD). Murphy indicated his review of additional 
documents on 3/24/76 would end the Department^ study. 

RECOMMENDATION t Nona. For information. 
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DETAILS: You have been previously advised that under the 
direction of Pottinger, the Department has been reviewing our 
Headquarters files on King and related matters to study whether 
or not the investigation of the assassination or Knag sliouio 
be reopened. One of the principal reviewers, Robert Murphy, •; 
Chief of Criminal Section, CRD, has stated his summary wii.i _ 
II so" 'take cognizance of FBI actions to discredit King. - 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt- 
Rei Martin Luther King, Jr„ x. ; , 
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- °? I'M 76 I ' iurphy ad vised he had recently reviewed 
the Senate Intelligence Committee 0 s draft report cbnceraW "" 
King and, based upon footnotes in that draft, discovered " 
number of FBI documents which he desired to review prior to X 
■ ?° m P letlng bis summary. • Murphy requested to see approximately- 
•40 documents concerning dissemination of King monogrlohs 
dissemination of information outside the Executive § Branch of 
Government, plans to discredit and neutralize Kin^ v- v 

relating to communist influence in the racial movement. > ‘ 

These documents were made available to Murohv who ’ 

3 / 24 / 7 ^ ^d indicated this action would ' • - : 
complete the Department’s study. 

V ' ' '• ' M-v • . v -\.'r ! <V 

" None of the documents requested on 3/24/76 pertained 

aS Tw Ct ° f OUr ^ nvesti Sation of King’s assassination,, =v-_X 
v °, n nature of the above documents requested and reviewed 
oy Murphy, it appears knowledge of the Senate Intelligence * 

Committee s report dictated additional review pertaining to 
our actions to discredit and neutralize King! L erCainln £ to 
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